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ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
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Peace of Mind 

Rest assured that your 
loved ones estate will 
be handled sensitively 
and professionally. 


WA) ICAEW 
) ACCREDITED 


4 FOR PROBATE 


@ CIMA 


Practising Certificate Holder 


Competitive rates Efficient and Timely 
We are likely to be We have extensive tax 
more affordable knowledge and can carry 
than other probate out the probate process 
practitioners. Contact quickly and succinctly. 
us for a free quote. 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 
Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 
please contact Richard Beville 


wood lane dentistry vy 


—— 
Vikram Chiogant HDS WEDS R CSE if MS 
Jessica Lee AS FDS RCS j . 
Claudia Wellmann BOS MEDS f (SI me MSe MRD 
Dipesh Kothari BOS MPDS ROSE —_ 


» Your local family friendly pragtica 

* Routme general dentistry | 
* Affordable dental plans with Denp an 
* Children seen on the NHS 

* Tooth whitening 

» Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

‘ Invisable braces 

* Sedation for nervous patients 


* Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 
saturday and evening appointments available 


@& Denvian 


Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 










@ infobeville.co.uk 
@ www beville.co.uk 
t +44 (0)1 18 924 25 26 


® 28 Peppard Road 
Sonning Common 
South Oxon RG4 93U) 





Visit our stunning showroom: 
8b Portman Road, Reading RG3O 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 





SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL Gey 


GROVE ROAD i wg * @ 
SONNING COMMON Q w. o a°g 


01138 972 4760 hal 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 9 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through Q 
play. We have a purpose built building if 
& extensive play garden. 







Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm 














As | write this editorial in the second week in March there is still no clear direction or decision about 
what will happen on 29 March. Perhaps there will be Brexit by the time this issue is published. Some 
of you, like me may feel totally disempowered by the whole situation and feel it may be better to just 
concentrate on where we can affect and initiate change in our own lives. 


The magazine front page depicts one good example of the local effect and there are 
some others. Many residents turned out to tidy up the village for the SoCo spring clean; 
the MHF working group is preparing the planning application to start the groundworks 
on what will become the recreation/sport ground; the primary school is a front runner 
for recycling; also at primary and pre-school, both sets of children are involved in 
activities for growing and appreciating what our earth can produce; the health centre is 
tackling the challenges of Dementia and providing more space and more doctors; the 
NDP review group are working to lessen the effects of the latest requirement for more 
homes in Sonning Common. All of this will have a local impact. 


This issue also includes awards for the Club SC and our local dentist; the WI raising 
money for village charities and the efforts of volunteers in our library; our young people 
enjoying reading and reviewing books and the progress of children in our local schools. 
The favourites are also included Jackie, Tom and Sandy as well as our churches. Lots to 
do on the Noticeboard. 


| hope you find something to enjoy doing, or reading about in this issue. 
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SONNING COMMON PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 


Safer Internet Day 


Sonning Common Primary School marked 
Safer Internet Day 2019 by asking a 
selection of (mostly Year Six - aged 10/11) 
children to give some insight into their 
online lives. They were asked all that they 
thought was good about being able to be 
online, and to outline all the great things 
they enjoy doing. 


Chinese New Year 


The Primary Workshop for Schools Ltd 
came into school during February to teach 
reception and years 1 and 2 all about the 
Chinese lion dance. This is an event that 
was paid for by the PTA, the money having 
been raised at the school’s trivia quiz earlier 
in the year. 


use most. As expected the popular 
messaging apps came out strongest, In 
addition to YouTube. 


The session finished up by asking the 
respondents to assess and describe any 
concerns they may have in using any of 
these tools. To our surprise (perhaps as 
adults) they found it very difficult to see 
many downsides, despite having had a 
full four-week social media module in 
Year Five. With a little prompting, there 
were some comments expressing 
concern (mostly related to the non- 
specific fear of ‘being hacked’). 


Finally the opportunity was taken to 
remind children about how to stay safe 
online. Given the prevalence and 
popularity of messaging apps (some of 


should be 16 years of age), the children 


The word cloud below gives an indication 
of the weighting of each of the tools they 





which carry a recommendation that users 


were reminded that most messages, 
however bland or innocent, could be 
interoreted differently by some 
recipients. It was pointed out that 
although there were things that no child 
would dream of saying to someone on 
the playground, apparently it was fine to 
type it into a message - potentially one 
seen by many others. 


So, in conclusion, it was suggested that 
the need for care was even greater 
online, given the ease with which users 
and their parents can screenshot or print 
out messages, and ultimately how easy it 
is to track a user’s history online. @ 


Instagram 


Google Roblox 


Minecraft 
Spotify Toc 
Miser ont Skype 


hats.A pp 


YouTube 


‘Twitter EBay 
Facetime 


onapchat 





MEMORIAL HALL HELD 


The transfer of ownership of the Memorial Hall Field (MHF) from Linden Homes to 
the Parish Council took place with the final signing of the Transfer and License 
agreement on the afternoon of 14 February 2019. 


The MHF task group is now working to submit a planning application to SODC for 
groundworks. This is the first stage towards transforming the field into a recreation 
and sports area. It has been a long slow process but at last we are moving forward. 
There will be regular updates on progress published in this magazine. e 





Messenger” Facebook 


It continues to be a busy time at Maiden 
Erlegh Chiltern Edge, as the school goes 
from strength to strength on its 
improvement journey. The Trust, in 
conjunction with the school leadership, are 
developing a 5 year improvement 
programme that will see the school 
transformed over that period into a 21st 
century learning environment that will 
benefit the whole community. 


In collaboration with our partners Vocosa 
IT, the first phase of the ICT improvement 
programme is nearing completion. At a 
cost of just under £200,000, the school 
now boasts a resilient and up-to-date 
network infrastructure with the provision 
of a new server room, cabling upgrade, 
new servers and a brand new telephony 
system. Additionally, each classroom has 
been provided with new PC’s to improve 
the teaching and learning experience. 
Over the coming months, further 
investment is planned to improve the 


classroom experience. 


This work follows on from the significant 
investments made over the summer, 
including the recommissioning of two 
science laboratories, installation of a 
site-wide CCTV system and installation of a 
new visitor management system. 


Jonathon Peck, Chief Financial and 
Operations Officer at Maiden Erlegh Trust 
said “The Trust has once again 
demonstrated its commitment to the 
students and staff at Maiden Erlegh 
Chiltern Edge by providing financial 
support to the school to secure these 
improvements. The school is growing, and 
the Trust is committed to supporting that 
growth with targeted investment so that 
students and staff get the very best 
experience possible. The Trust’s aim is for 
Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge to become the 
school of choice in the local area and for it 
to serve the local community for many 
years to come”. 

Moira Green, Headteacher at Maiden Erlegh 


Chiltern Edge said “These are very exciting 
times for the school and we are working 





FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 








closely with the Trust to implement our five 
year plan to improve the facilities for the 
benefit of students and the local 
community”. 


For further information about the school 
please visit WWW. 
maidenerleghchilternedge.co.uk © 


M THE ALLOTMENT 


by CHRISTINE ATKINSON 


Preparing for the new season 


Now is the time for waking up! The team 
have been busy digging and preparing the 
beds for the new plants and vegetables. 
Many other jobs are ongoing around the 
site. New signs have been made, the 
equipment has been tidied up and all is in 
place. 


Potatoes have been resting in a warm dry 
place to CHIT. Chitting means sprouting the 
tuber - putting it, most eyes upright, ina 
light, cool but frost-free place. Light is 
important so they shouldn't be shoved to 
the back of a shed. This process is thought 
to ensure a quicker and slightly larger 
harvest. But the really exciting new project 
the team have been working on during 
February is planting Christmas trees in a 
plot of land at the school! They have 100 
mini trees planted out now and they are 
visible from the junior school classrooms, 
so the children can keep an eye on the 
them growing. They should grow 20-30cm 
each year. 


There are another 100 mini Christmas trees 
on order to try and fill the plot up some 
more. It will provide a revenue for school 
over the years to come as they are 
cultivated. 


We have had such a very mixed time with 
the weather through February and into 
March with snow, rain, sunshine and heat!. 
An old saying comes to mind - March 
winds and April showers bring forth May 
flowers... Hopefully a bit of a settled time 
will encourage and spur on the plants in 
the spring time. 


The aims for the allotment garden are: 


e to be self-sufficient financially by selling 
produce and having cake sales to enable 
reinvestment 


eeoeoereosreer reece eee ee eee eee eee eee eee ee eeseeeeeseeeeeeeeesrer er eer eee eee eZee eee eZe eee eee ese oe eS Ho HOHE TOPO O TEE HET OTH HEH HOH HO HOH HOH HO HHH HHH HH OHHH EHO HET TERETE HEHE HOH HHO HOHE HHH HOH HHH EHH HOO HOT O TEED O HOHE HPO THEO HHO HOH HOHE HHH HHH HOH HHO HOT OH EHO TEBE E TOT HEHE HHO HHO HHH OHHH HEHE HHH OBOE HOOP O Eee 


e to reuse raw materials already on the 
school site in our projects 


e to get the children out more in the garden 
and maybe have a regular lunchtime 
gardening club in future 


e and to involve the local community in 
sharing their produce and planting ideas 
and selling together in future. 












~ WIPRESENTS DONATIONS 


~ TO LOGAL CHARITIES 


Sonning Common WI's February Village Coffee Morning is one highlight 
of our year and the day we distribute funds raised in the previous year to 
local community projects. Jenny Ward, our President, welcomed 
everyone with thanks them for coming. This year, £1000 was divided 
between five local community projects. 

Gill Hayward invited each recipient onto the stage where they 
spoke movingly about their projects within the community and 
how much they valued our donation. Their hard work, 
commitment and enthusiasm provide services which are 


invaluable. With demand increasing all the time, they could not 
continue without donations for which they are so grateful. Jenny 








WI “Show the Love Campaign,” to love our environment and 
support a future where the UK no longer contributes to climate 
change. There was a display in the foyer with suggestions on 
ways individuals could help reduce plastic waste and ideas for 
recycling. This is a National WI campaign, supported every 
February, to coincide with Valentine’s Day. It was a lovely morning 
and it was great to see so many people enjoying themselves in 
the company of others while helping to alleviate loneliness. @ 


GILL HAYWARD 


oar © 


Ward presented the cheques. 


Our monthly Coffee Mornings are most importantly, open to all. 
Our aim, first and foremost, is to welcome anyone who just wants 
to pop in for a chat while enjoying a cup of coffee or tea anda 
biscuit. There is always someone to chat with, or, if you prefer you 
can just sit quietly and enjoy the friendly atmosphere or browse 
the sales tables. Our first coffee morning was in 2013 so we are in 
our 6th year and getting busier all the time. Since then, we have 
raised over £8000 from the coffee mornings with the wonderful 
support from all who attend. Sue Hedges and some of our WI 
craft club members had decorated the hall with beautifully 
embellished green hearts which represent the National Federation 


ty 


From L to R: 





Annie Hoddle, Nicky Williams-Grey, Hilary Arthur, Peter Lewis, 
Jenny Ward, Sunny Smithers, Becky Jenkins, Clive Mills. 





ALL SMILES AT WOOD LANE DENTISTRY 


by JOAN GRUMMANT 


Congratulations are well deserved at the 
Woodlane Dentistry, Sonning Common. 
Vikram Chugani and his team have yet 
again performed extremely well in the 
National competition of Best Practice in 
the South East. The Woodlane practice 
was Highly Commended for it’s work. It 
was also finalist in the years 2017 and 
2018, and Vikram is particularly anxious 
to commend the strong team around 
him, whose support is vital in 
establishing the surgery’s growing 
reputation for preventative care and it’s 
use of high-performance technology. 


The recent refurbishment of the surgery 
has transformed the inside of the 
building but investment in modern 
technology, including that of a 3D 
scanner, has completely changed many 
aspects of the work undertaken at the 
surgery. Uncomfortable procedures 
such as taking impressions, implants 
etc are now more accessible, exact 


and accurate for far more patients, 
because the use of high tech enables 
such procedures to be less intrusive. This 
focus on modern and exciting 
developments enabled Vikram to become 
a finalist in the Best Dentist category at 
the awards this year, and Dipesh Kothari 
was also a finalist in the Best Young 
Dentist Category. 


These impressive achievements as well as 
the work done in preventative work, Smile 
Days in schools and dental care in care 
homes must leave us feeling we are in 


good hands in Sonning Common. @ 
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| Yo a aa a 


What a difference 5 months makes! 


After 4 days of trialling the new hours, 
it's become clear that 9-5 is much better! 
At this time of year anyway. I'll be 
reverting back to: 


Monday to Friday: 9am to 59m 


I will still tweak the weekend hours to 
the following though: 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 
Sunday: 10am to 12noon 


SHARONA FAIRWEATHER 


STEP UP 








Some say a picture is worth a thousand words 
- 0 the Friends’ committee is asking those with 
an artistic bent to take part in a photography 
competition. The theme will be the wonderful 
village of Sonning Common and the beautiful 
countryside around it. The winning entries will 
be turned into postcards for sale. Rules for the 
competition will be available in the library and 
on the FoSCL website from 1st April. 
www.friendsofsonningcommonlibrary.org.uk 


A date has been set for FOSCL’s second 
authors’ evening. This year we’ll be 
joined by the Oxford crime writer Peter 
Tickler and Imogen Matthews - whose 
latest book is a story of survival in the 
Netherlands during the second world 
war. Tickets for the event on Tuesday the 
21 May will be £5 each (which includes a 
glass of wine). They’ll go on sale from 
the library and Occasions on 15 April. If 
you fancy curling up and leafing through 


some new books, the library now has just 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 








the spot - in the shape of a new two 


seater sofa. FOSCL made use of funds 
raised at last year’s quiz to pay for the 
sofa and a new bookcase to go behind 
the counter. Extra noticeboards are also 
on their way. @ 


HELEN FORT 


i 





FRIENDS of Sonning Comman Lifrary 


COULD YOU BE A VOLUNTEER 
FISH HOME VISITOR? 


At the FISH Volunteer Centre in Sonning 
Common we started the Home Visiting Service 
in Spring 2016 and it has proved to be very 
successful with some strong friendships being 
formed between people who are on their own 
at home and their volunteer visitors. 


To get the match right between client 
and volunteer | now need more 
volunteers as it is important to have a 
pool of possible visitors to choose from 
when | get a request from a client. 


| visit both clients and volunteers 
initially to find out about their interests 
and remain available to each, after a 
match is made to talk through any 
problems which might arise. 


If you think you might like to consider 
this rewarding form of volunteering | 
would be pleased to come and talk to 
you at home and give you more 
information before you make a 
decision. While most of the clients are 
elderly there are a few younger 
people who have visitors and there is 
no upper age limit to being a 
Volunteer Visitor. 


Contact me via the FISH Volunteer 
Centre weekdays from 9.30am 
-11.30am on O118 972 3986 or on my 
home no. 0118 972 4520. @ 


SUE NICKSON 
FISH Volunteer Home Visiting Coordinator 





GERONTIUS AT THE 
SHELDONIAN 


"The South Chiltern Choral Society is 
delighted to be joining forces with the 
Wantage Choral Society and the St Giles 
Orchestra, plus professional soloists, to 
perform Elgar's Dream of Gerontius at the 
Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford on Saturday 
27 April at 7pm. 


Classic FM says that this is generally 
acknowledged to be one of the greatest 
pieces for chorus and orchestra ever 
written. It is based on a Victorian poem 
by Cardinal John Henry Newman and is 
about life, death and what comes 


afterwards - set to a beautiful score. 


Tickets are available from Tickets Oxford 
(01865 305305 or 
www.ticketsoxford.com) 














GOING, GOING, GONE? 


In 2007, anew community activity started, a 


monthly session of circle dance on a Sunday 
afternoon. This phenomenon was first 
introduced in this country Cat Findhorn in 
Scotland) by a German professor of dance 
who collected dances from around the world 
and described them as holy, meaning they 
could promote healing and wholeness. 
Regardless of origin they bring people 
together to mark significant events - 
weddings, seasonal changes, connection with 
the Divine. There is always a centrepiece to 
help the circle keep its shape and remind 
participants of the light/joy dancing together 
brings. There are groups all over the world 
and sessions take place in churches, village 
halls and schools. 

Despite people moving away or becoming less 
mobile it has kept going for 12 years but it is 
currently needing more fresh blood. Sunday, 3 
March, was the last gathering. If you are 
interested please call Ros 01491 874220 © 
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Spruce up your Home & Garden! A Family Run Business sothe + oS Se Female Electrician 


i Mm pre hensive cye 


5% —— ware io pasa tis Carpet Wood = ~~ : 4 — ) : CMI nations 


*interior/ Exterior Painting, Glossing, Staining. *Wall Paper 
Removal/Hanging. *Damaged Walls/Woodwork Repair. 


> rutt contact tens service | | LOCal - Honest — Reliable 
"Repair & Maintenance of Internal/External Fixtures & Fittings. Karndean Vinyl! —! a, on Bpecs tor eReres 
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SS Te ! i a 
BUILDIEG SUPPLIES Competitive Trade Pricing Stafford & Son ‘Simply The Best’ 
Specialist Insulation Stockists Local Garden & Building Quality That Lasts a Lifetime 
Dilates Matwork Bricks/Blocks/Aggregates ’ sartines 
oy Driveway Shingle Maem ie. eae Wits Sheds, Workshops, Studios & 
Grol up Reformer Landscaping Products kh en nl aig al : Summerhouses 
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Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 


Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com 
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ed Kite Electrical 
" Visit our website for a free instant online valuation. : No Job too Small : 
< painter and decorator Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
A. inside and outside work Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 
‘ All sizes and types of work undertaken. 


ye - | Bf \ based in Sonning Common a i ae 
p RO p E R 4 VA | E | . j ' www. redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
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Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


i\ reliable and trustworthy 
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Davis late offer a free instant 


online valuation of your home. 





Airport pickup & transfer | Local & Long Distance 


Or if you prefer a face-to-face valuation, contact Davis Tate | | Mondays * Tuesdavs / Thursday: 
Sonning Common to arrange a free valuation of your property. 4 Beginners and Intermediates 
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GRE rNSHOOTS celling Produce. 
4 Piants, janis. & hutneys and Giits y 


The profits benefit Son ning Common jocal charities 


Library opening times over Easter 


efofotem maletshy (19th): closed 


Saturday 20th: open 9.30 - 12.30 as usual, with a storytime at 10am 


Monday 22nd: closed 
Tuesday 23rd: open for the school royal hy 
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On Saturday 25 May Elmer the 
30th anniversary — join us for an Elmer themed storytime an 
Just a reminder of the following events which take place 
on a regular basis in the library: 
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Whatever you want 
to store... 


...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 







Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 
in Shiplake 






1): 


HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 






www.barn-store.co.uk 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


er and all in the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 





when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 
Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / OF 787 114536 





ALL seascotions ae CALL al wd 





G B TRANSPORT 


DELIVERIES, REMOVALS, HOUSEHOLD 
CLEARANCES, STORAGE ADVICE 


LARGE VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 
IDEAL FOR PIANOS ETC. 


GARY BUCKETT 

7 GREEN LANE 

SONNINGCOMMON 0118 924 2763 
RG4 SNA 07990 707125 


thebucketts @ waitrose.com 





St Michaels Church Hall 


(behind St Michaels Church, Peppard Road, 
sYo)ayaliatcm Gelanlanle lap nter- mesa) 
AWE litle) (om kom aliacmerhadiagvomccm endo) aliaycas 
£10 per hour any day of the week 


Na ifcd ahem) alem-liavmarclimiiidam=>cexcli(slalemr-leliiid(=ss 
incl. chairs, tables, kitchen, 
Ko)i(=1mur-lel lid (=some) ale mer] am el-1a <lalsmelamcyia= 


Contact Sarah Woodage 07513 888207 
Email: puppylovedonny@hotmail.co.uk 





A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
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INSUR |ANCE E APPRO vED 


DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 


CHANGED OR UPGRADED (23621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
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Beech Lane, RGS0PX © Woodcote Nr. Re: ding 
PROPRIETOR: 4S. |. HONNER 
































Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 
ages. Classes cater 
for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 





Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 
Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 

E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 


HEIGHTS 


TREE CARE 


All Aspects of Tree Work 
Hedge Cutting 
Private and Commercial 
TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE, CONTACT LAURENCE WILLIAMS 


0118 97217003 = 078135 86735 
info@heightstreecare.co.uk 
www.heightstreecare.co.uk 








CitySe FULLY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS 
Guilds £12 MILUON PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 


i} VORMCONVERSIONS? 





















WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 


® BUILDING EXTENSIONS: 


%) BUILDINGIRENOVATION 


*) BUILDING ALTERATION 
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SERVICE REPAIR 
& INSTALLATIONS 


peoien (AMAXS hy 


“WWW AMAXSE . CO.UK ®& £E 
Ei www.facebook.com/AMAXS 





Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 


E: info@amaxs.co.uk 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


staham Blake 


Siete lesa Mel atin 





¢ Loose Covers 

¢ Curtains 

¢ Re-Upholstery 

¢ Tracks & Poles 
For personal, helpful service, please call 
Tel: 01844 261769 Mob: 07802 213381 


grahamblake123@btconnect.com 


Ten Year Guarantee 





THE JOY OF CYCLING 





> 


IN THE NETHERLANDS 


Last October my partner and | 
enjoyed an extraordinary fortnight 
exploring the Netherlands by bicycle. 
Unless you've tried it, you'd find it 
hard to imagine how cycle-friendly is 
the national infrastructure and how 
ubiquitous and stress-free the 
experience. 
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We used Vrienden op de Fiets 
(Friends of the Bicycles) which 
enables bikers and hikers to stay 
overnight at one of the 6,000 
hospitable addresses along routes 
throughout the Netherlands. 
(Annual membership: £10; nightly 
rate with very generous breakfast: 
20 Euro) 


Everyone we met was open, kind 
and thoughtful. Some lodgings 
were very charming and decidedly 
artistic. One, solitarily centred ina 
wood, bore show-cases of Indonesian 
folk sculptures gracing the guest 
apartment and handsome stags 
regularly gracing the garden. Two 


properties backed on to dykes. One 
offered wine libations and a vast, 
exquisite, antique red glass vessel 
collection occupying an entire room! 
A place right on a quiet harbour 
gave excellent views of enormous 
Dutch barges. An elegant country 
home gently boasted grand heirloom 
furniture, fine artefacts and Really 
Good Taste. Another offered lovely 
terraced gardens and several 


kilometres of unrestricted views to the 


setting of the sun. Elsewhere, a silver 
birch circlet announced an otherwise 
innocuous town house frontage 

with scarce hint of the amazing 

and amusing interior. The owner, 

a psychologist-cum-sculptor, had 
enhanced her home with flamboyant 
yet tasteful tributes to Gaudi; 
kitchen fittings followed organic 
lines (touches of La Pedrera and 
other delights), sculptures adorned 
the shelves and quirky Park Guell 


multi-ceramic "benching" beckoned 
outdoors. Elsewhere, by an exquisite 


old house right next to a church, bells 
beautifully pealed every half hour to 
the tune of "Lord of all Hopefulness”. 
The splendid bathroom-with-a- 


view enabled silent constip....sorry.... 
concentration, whilst admiring much 
of the length of the steeple visible 
through the Velux window. A humbler 
abode, a purpose-built garden guest- 
house catered handsomely, with wine 
included. 





At a mariners’ meeting place we 
joined Dutch friends participating 
in the Grand Friesland Fossil-Free 


Initiative beginning the following day. 
They had built a huge, magnificent 
traditional boat Cin two months) 

and the next morning this bore a 

suit of politicians in glorious floating 
government. We photographed and 
saw Off all the craft, then cycled on 
to participate in the road vehicle 
convoy of the Fossil-Free parade. Ten 
miles of a major motorway, closed 
for the occasion, bore thousands of 
bikes, cars, lorries, trucks, milk-floats, 
skaters, "bubble-type” cars, bizarre 
contraptions of no fixed description 
and clever solar- powered craft. The 
sailors, meanwhile, had their own 
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meadow-sweet, king thistle, great 
willow-herb, water avens, reeds, 
mallow, corn marigold, yarrow..... 


parade, accompanied by a cheery 
guitarist hoisted up in the crow's nest. 
Our route passed under an aqueduct, 
over which the flotilla sailed and over 
which flew a two-person battery- 
powered plane. 


The joy of cycling in The 
Netherlands cannot be over- 
estimated. © 


The event was widely filmed and we wiiee? mn rlendenendcices 


Saw ourselves on the news that same 
nl/en/page/homepage 


evening. 


lrena Motyka 


It was a unique holiday with nearly 
450 miles covered and the richest 

of sights and experiences. We saw 
Shetland ponies galore (one with 
numerous blonde plaits), butterflies, 
hares, scores of peewits and wagtails, 
swallows that swept between and 
around us, fine horses, storks, goats- 
a-plenty, post-squatting huge raptors, 
ducks, swans, herons, a white-tailed 
eagle, Friesian cows of course...and 
the ubiquitous crows/rooks in their 
coarse gangs. There was even a sign: 
"Be Aware of Otters”. 


I've never cycled through so much 
forest, pasture, bog, scrub and 

dune; seen such quantities of purple 
loosestrife, evening primrose, chicory, 
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SONNING COMMON PRIMARY SCHOOL READING GROUPS 


Synopsis: Chipper 

(a dog) is fleeing from a sinister 
organisation determined to bury the 
truth about what he really is. Miles away, 
12-year-old orphan Jeff is working at 

his aunt’s lakeside cabin business and 
missing the life he used to have. When 
Chipper’s and Jeff’s paths collide, they 
find themselves in the most dangerous 
game of chase imaginable. 


Review by Ben 
White: ‘Chase’ was 

a good action book 
with lots of questions 
that were finally 
answered. | really 
enjoyed this book 
and how it kept you 
guessing every step 
of the way. | also like 
the 2 pages at the end which lead on to 
an interesting sequel. A real page-turner. 





Synopsis: The crowds at the Tower 
of London love nothing better than 
watching an execution. Preferably while 
eating a pie. Not Moss - she’ll never get 
used to beheadings, no matter what Pa 


says. She watches the 
river as it flows past 
and longs to escape. 
But danger is lurking 
on the riverbank, and 
its murky depths hide 
a secret that could 
change everything... 





Review by Alice 
Burton: | really liked 
the story because the author makes 

you feel like you’re watching what’s 
happening, not just reading. It made me 
want to read on because of the surprises. 


Synopsis: Fizzlebert Stump lives ina 
travelling circus. He hangs around with 
acrobats, plays the fool with clowns, and 
puts his head in a lion’s mouth every 
night. One day Fizz goes to the library - 
and something awful happens. 


Review by Toby 
Norris: | thought 

the story was very 
funny and | liked the 
setting. | liked the 
story because the 
author made it very 
informal (e.g. Do read 
chapter 10 to find 

out what happens 





to Fizz and Kevin. | don’t think you'll be 
disappointed.) It made me feel that the 
story was more personal to me. 


Synopsis: Deep in the heart of the African 
jungle a baby gorilla is captured by a 


group of rebel soldiers. Imara and Bobo 
are 2 children also imprisoned in the rebel 
camp. When they learn that the gorilla 

is destined to be sold into captivity, they 
swear to return him to the wild before it’s 
too late. 


Review by Emily 
Williams: | liked this 
story because there 
was a lot of action. 
But it also made me 
feel sad because 
gorillas are getting 
killed all the time and 
this book raised my 





awareness of it. 


Synopsis: Courtney is a worrier: she 
worries about everything, from her 
parents quarrelling, to her gran being in 
hospital. Then when her mum and dad 
start arguing AGAIN, Courtney begins 

to feel a bit funny....a bit woozy....a bit 

like a dream is coming on - and then 
afterwards everything has been magicked 
better. 


Review by Amelia 
Salek: | thought it 
was the best book | 
have read in the book 
club because it was 
full of surprises and 

| LOVE magic. | also 
thought it had a lot 
of descriptive writing 
that makes the book 
come alive. 





All of these books are available to 
borrow from Sonning Common Library 











What kind of agent 
are you looking for? 


Call one of our team today for a 
free market valuation... 


SOLD 


VVforoye MV alt= Tokers Green Lane 


1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 


Independent Estate Agents 
> EsT1993 Fe 


MR & MRS HARRISON 
Sonning Common 


Rowan Close 





www.bridgesproperty.co.uk 


0118 946 2121 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 4. / SS 


the Site assessments and if you were 
unable to attend the Open Day but would 
like to be involved please contact Tom 
Fort! The survey results will be assessed 
and recommendations made about 
potential new housing development. 
These will be brought forward to the 
village for discussion at a public meeting. 


We need to review our Neighbourhood The Challenges 


Plan. This will keep it current, compliant 
with planning policy and ensure that it 
continues to shape local development in 
line with residents’ wishes. 


Our current Neighbourhood Plan 
allocates five sites for the construction of 
195 homes. One development has been 


Our original NDP set out a vision and 
timetable for the future growth of the 
village - including allocating sites for 
almost 200 new homes. It had to be in 
full compliance with the Local Plan 2011 
produced by South Oxfordshire District 
Council (SODC) - and so does the new 
plan. SODC is currently consulting on a 
new Local Plan 2034, that includes a big 
increase in housing for the district. For 
Sonning Common that is likely to mean an 


Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party 


Parish Council: Cllr Tom Fort (Chairman), 


completed at Lea Meadow, off Peppard 
Road and another is already underway at 


increase in our overall target allocation of 
more homes. Fortunately, the allocations 
in our original NDP plus more recent infill 


Cllr Leigh Rawlins, Cllr Barrie Greenwood, 
Ros Varnes (Deputy Clerk, SCPC) 


Sonning Grove, off Reade’s Lane. Residents: Michael Bowker, Sheelagh 


developments cover most of the target Li 
; Bowker, Alastair Morris, Diana Pearman, j 
Potential new sites for develooment have - BUT we still have to find room for 108 art 
oe Julia Whitelaw, Derek Wilmot, Stewart oP eo 
been put forward by landowners and additional new homes. Molen ee 


SODC. As before these will be consulted 
upon with the local community. 


SODC has also decided that the density 
on new development sites has to go up 









JiLocal Geeen Space Bre a a oy a ay fo ie ea 


New sites submitted for es 

The Neighbourhood Plan working from 25 homes per hectare to 45 - nearly consideration 5 rs * 
party hosted an open meeting at the double. eas lee g 
Village Hall on Saturday 2 February. The * Johnson Matthey Car Park SON 23 JZ. | a 
information below was on display to the Our Strategy ¢ Land north of Reddish Manor SON 21b = Y 
150 residents who attended the meeting. = We are challenging SODC’s overall ¢ Kennylands Gym SON 8 “4 F 
housing targets AND the restrictive ¢ Reddish Manor (part garden and ie Ey; 


Why revise our Neighbourhood 
Development Plan? 


density requirement. paddock) SON 29 


We have invited landowners to submit e Blackmore Lane North SON 12a 
sites to be considered for development * Blackmore Lane South SON 21a 
- this we have to do. We emphasise that 

¢ Blounts Court Road SON 22 


Our Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP) was overwhelmingly approved by 


off-map (part) AONB 


Site last NP (firm Allocation 


residents in a referendum in September NO planning applications have been Hi “ay 3 aa) 
2016. Under Government rules it has full made and that we have NOT formed any * Alpen Rose SON 27 £ “i oa 4 5 
official force for two years but after that view about these sites. As a first step ¢ Rudgings Plantation SON 26 ia = 7 F : <i 
time, it remains a statutory plan, but in assessing these sites, we are seekin Wi | 2 a =) i 

g g Widmore Pond SON 24 i” i = 






becomes more vulnerable to challenge by 
developers. In order to retain maximum 


volunteers from the village to carry out 


e Old Copse Field SON 1 
Site Assessment and Landscape Setting 7 


Parish Boundaries 


These sites are shown on the village map 
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to be updated and revised. In 2018 on the opposite page. © 5 ae w ce g 
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THE MONKEY 


PUZZLE TALE ... 


py COLLEEN PAVIOUR 


A few years ago, when we were new to 
the village | was pushing my toddler 
boys in the double buggy along Peppard 
Road when | caught sight of the largest 
Monkey puzzle tree I'd ever seen. 


Me] kexsia lets INV eXs) ale aslo melUlucy(o(smual-mugelalt 
(o) t=] =X [Ur] INVansi9 a1 alate mare) aalcwmaalls 

tree became a small obsession for 
aalsnKe)iConVilaleme)amnaelaam-meiali(elarerere 
fascination with Monkey puzzles. 


| was not surprised to learn that it 
was, In fact, the Monkey puzzle that 
led Stewart and Val Morgan to buy 
their house on Peppard Road, when 
they moved from Kent to Sonning 
(rolanlaarelam sida dals)|ancelelarelali(e|asianecd 
Were] asirs leer 


“We were very sad to leave Kent, but 
WIVSMNVol amen are)vdlale mise aa\valalelsiel-lale ks 
Vive) a ars) ale mele) .4) ale mike) aro i alelUlsi-aan se] 
remembered. 


mM @]U) ao) g=\4(eleism ale) aal-m als lem Ml-1ke[-mel-).4 
tree and when we saw this house 

we fell in love with it because of the 
Monkey puzzle. It was quite special.” 


ai aX=)| axelalicelaslam(e)\.-%e mi mmneley 


Val, now retired from her role as head 
teacher at a Henley primary school, 
said she explained to them how it got 
hasmarslaatce 


“Because when the monkey tries to 
climb it, it’s very painful,” she said, 
with a smile. 


a alsmcjatc) a OM ©) é-1alel alssomatohVccm lel 

AXON VL=\\.=) ES 1K@) ©) OL=1e m= Irs laaliNvaodmalianle)ict 
footed squirrels from making their 
home at the top of the tree, Stewart 
exeyiaiusve meolele 


(Reverend) Stewart Morgan was 
recently appointed as Associate Priest 
at All Saints’ Church in Rotherfield 
Peppard. 


Stewart believes their tree is roughly 
as old as the house, Bembridge, which 
sits tall on a spacious corner lot where 
Wood Lane meets Peppard Road. 


a al=m alel0 ls\- 0 oan bo) Operate Mi mYelem ele) arcs 
the size of the Monkey puzzle it must 
be at least 100 years old. 


“There is a smaller shoot in front of 
the main tree, which was about two 
feet tall when we moved here 31 years 
ago, and now that is about 20 feet so 
based on that rate of growth, we think 
the main tree was planted when the 
house was built,” said Stewart. 


Curator at University of Oxford’s 
Harcourt Arboretum, Ben Jones, 
recently wrote about the Monkey 
puzzle for Oxford Plants 400, a 
(oX=1[=10) 4-140) Ae) m1 010m oll] alucme)mcierl-la laine 
and cultural significance. 


BM alsmi\>) 4 Nam alrelaliielalacms| acm el-)amnelmrela 
anniversary celebration in 2021 of 
4OO years of botanical research and 
teaching by the University of Oxford. 


Ben said: “Monkey puzzles are quite 
olaalalisike)alemdlele) diate mel arom mals\ an i2)asmV.a) AV, 
much a botanical curiosity. It’s actually 


fare)em Ul alere)aalante/amnemnlalemualslaamcialei-re| 
Hale ol=Xe) ©) (=m 1 ce) alemel=|ae[=)alom ol=s11els mela alala 
trees, even though they can become 
very big.” 


Bats \4rolal.<=\\al 016 p474(-m @crel[=V al aii (om ato) aal=e 
Araucaria araucana) is native to Chile 
and Argentina. It was introduced to 

id a{O) exe lU | al aroma alsmvaleike)dl-lam-lacmelalemis 
now widely planted as an ornamental 
in parks and gardens. 


a alsWAVAlel ke) die) alsMN i=) Aamo SOM A255) ele) Alsi] e) i>) 
for giving the tree its name due to 

id alowed alial.diale mma atsl arom aale)al.<o\anirZelel com el 
lelUpa4i-romuavdlalemuomelllanlomiucmsial-laem-are, 
SJ ©) gs] ale me) a>] alelal=soem hese) als) aero) aalaarela 
late laalsscmiareilerer=sm @vall(=t-]al eli alsHm isle) al .<=\\, 
tail tree; Pehuén, Araucaria and 
malare)al=iaey 


The tree’s seeds, which are similar to 
ollalom aleiectrs] asm=vel|e)(=m-lale mers |amel=mayolacia 
raw or toasted. 


In Oxford Plants 400, Plant 272 
Monkey puzzle, Ben writes: “It was 
introduced to Europe shortly after 
its discovery in the late-eighteenth 
century. Whilst sailing as a surgeon 
Ul alel=) an @r-] e)t-) lamas] A(XOLUN. =) A Vaelall es-lre, 
Menzies attended a banquet hosted 
by the Governor of Chile. Menzies 
pocketed some of the unusual seeds 
iucolaamdal=melialiatemes|e)(-mmel=)analiatclaiare, 

id al=laalec] oler> cemciallomelamalcmaslaelan 
voyage to England, successfully 
raising five or six seedlings in 1795; 
thirteen years after the species had 
first been described to science by the 
(Gl alily-la oleleslalisiaeler-lam Mrelilat-melarel=la 


id alow als) aalom cal alelsurs] @>l0 lets) ats aa 


Ben, who has been the arboretum 
(10 | g=1K0) a= | ©) 410) £0 Ke) ats A\{-1-] 6oFEST= 110, 
Monkey puzzles need space to grow, 
iuaaxomelaellaliatemlerslaamsie)| Mal acmel=tole 
branches removed every so often, 
oU um ©X=\"L0) ale md at~) em alo) mmaalelelam=\ici-¥ 


“They are pretty self-sufficient,” he 
said. 


Ben revealed, elsewhere in the world 
the species is under threat from fire, 
elg-v4latem-laremeleleliarer 


He said: “There is a disparity between 
the frequency of which you might 
{oro am ale) au (e1e) ae] eq] Mexe)|(=\erd (©) alsme)Y.21 6 
here, versus in the wild, where they’re 
Tareiacvel |e) Nandalastslusialcvome 


MKolal.<=\\a 010 p474{ =m) 01e10 MISMY,-1 AVane Lolele, 
id ]aale\-)amaatclan ism relst~] mike) axes] aVAlalep 


Ben writes in his Plants 400 entry: 
“Before logging was outlawed, 
Araucaria araucana was one of the 
most desirable timbers in Chile, due 
to its durability and resistance to 

nO] alot] mels\er=\/Amaa10 1a) ale malian el=)iale 
Uhs{sio ine) am ol=t-]aalcml am olor lellareicmne) 
veneers and plywood.” 


It was originally my older sister, 
Genie, who sparked my family’s love 
(o) mad als Ale) al .<-\\a Oley 44(= mele alaremelele 
IiSTs{@}-melalile|arelerer 


As first-generation Americans, my 
S]isima) as] ale iim als l@Ml al=\V.>) aecioiolamelanvanaliare 
like this exotic tree, even in books. 
O@)am-mcielanlaat=landal Om kemla=)(-lalemuemvursiis 


aaN elas late] ero1a=lal asm Cl=lallomaatclatcle(somne) 
take back a cutting in her suitcase. 


For decades later, that dark brown, 
painfully pointy branch served as 
1 ae) e)(=\e1mre) more le liavare|aleme)alel=i4 

to all who visited. The branch still 
likely rests on a shelf in my sister’s 
(oi ali Kel ateete i ol=1e| cele)aam ial =xe)aare)aler 

(@) al-l alolaatsr 


SRalcwmrcisreilar-lere)a maid amd alice) alellsvale 
extraordinary tree has been passed 
olamcemn alsmal=).emre[-lal-la>14(e)amaOlele 

two boys - now out of the double 
olU le le hVars [ale mlansiel alole) mem Ul aalels\emvalaa 
excitement when | showed them the 
sizable cuts of Araucaria araucana 
that Val and Stewart kindly lopped 
(0) sim Ke) aug al= mi KOM ©) dl alem ale)aai=y 


aM arcianyyialcelalaals\al oley4-4(-maalelal.<o\scr 
STU A= mie) hVAs10 is) ae) \s Varo) ale im =) Ike) anual 
week. ©@ 


MONKEY PUZZLE FACTS 


In the Chilean Andes, it can reach 
heights of 50 metres and live for 
U] os Kou O10] OMA (-¥-] gm ={-Let- 1 U-We) | 
the longevity of this species, it is 
fo (=¥-Yod d] ol-Yo = s-r-MIA Lae mikes 


The tree was alive 200 million years 
FTefom-lavematlelel-vem-yalelei(e(-Ve-muuiaam dale 
dinosaurs. Its spine-like needles acted 
hm eo) ceyx-Yoad (ola Mmicelaom-liled(-lalmele-P4lite 
Tallent] mares mm Celie m=).aalaceam 


Wy om da Y= otslafe)at-) mug-\-me) mOlali(-5 


It grows on the slopes of rocky 
Vo) (ot=]alol-s-m-] ale mi ecm el-)a @Mmilc-mascieieclals 
so can even survive lava flows. 


Its conservation status was changed 
to Endangered by the IUCN in 2013 
fo [UC=M Kom aal- Mel ilavelilatem ele) elelt-lareya 
rors 1 URX=Yo Mm o)’am (olelollale Mu ce) a-3-] mi ila-\-Par-lale| 
fele=4 late 


It is usually dioecious, with the 
natc](=-laleMi-vaat-1(-moxe) al-s-me)amct-) ets] ¢-1K= 

id g=\-S-Om a Lolece] ameoecer-s-yfeyat-]miaveihureler-] i 
loX=¥-] mex) al--mey mm cle) dax-).(-\- eam Mal-aal-1 (=) 
exe) | (=1ap exe) al=s-wr-1a- mele) leyarem-lace, 

rod UCod UL an] oX=) ar-dat=) ol=te Mm Mal-Mi =v pats] (“Mm @x-t-1ep) 
rove) aC=S-mm ale) (e M-] eles | my 40l@M1-\-Le |e 


Rodents are important consumers 
Tate Me |i} l=) a1-1 oe) mi a-t-1-1e Mm @ Mare l i 

explains the squirrels living in the 
Morgan’s tree.) 


In Chile the tree is called the Pehuén 
r=) alo I (-w-t- (ed c=Yo Mi xoM a al-M (olet-] Mm oc-Jalel-valedal=) 
people: its seeds are an ancient staple 
of their diet. 


The tree is home to the slender-billed 
parakeet and over 70 types of insects 
that live nowhere else on earth, but 


| no monkeys. 


bolt Mot-lameolenmcolelmme) Zamctiale|(-m-ia-van 
Br -{eroclelel Mm ulelil CN lth +4(-Micl ar) eLelt ls 


£45-£65. 


Sources: 

Oxford Plants 400: https://herbaria. 
elke] alusKe) elon 0] GA ele) A elt=laluse-sOle) 

HW al=¥ =Xe (=1 0s >a ce) (=Xo1 oi ald OX /AWVAVIYANYA 

ave (=1a1 0) ge) (-1e1 exe) aaV A 


WM at=Maatcexeye| t=] ave Mm aU i-) om alald SSW /ANVANYAWNA 
NVrerele| f-lalelugulsimelaenel oa 
NAVAL .4] eXexe Irs) 








After enjoying the hottest February day 
on record, * The SoCo Springclean team 
ie Geoff Davis, Mark Weston and I, grew 
increasingly concerned. We watched 

the weather change from wall to wall 
sunshine, to a forecast of heavy rain and 
high winds. At one point we joked that we 
might well be the only litter pickers out 

in the village on Sunday 3rd March, but 
the winds held off and despite the rain, 
66 volunteers turned out to join Sonning 
Common’s annual litter pick, now in its 
second year. 


At the time of writing we join 150,000+ 
people who have also signed up to 

take part in litter picking events for the 
Great British Spring Clean. Keep Britain 
Tidy is hoping that this number will rise 
to 500,000 by the end of their month 
long campaign, 22 March - 23 April, 
encouraging us to come together to clear 
the litter that builds up in our towns, 
villages, countryside and beaches. 


We were therefore thrilled, to see 
volunteers of all ages, arriving to register 
on Sunday, despite the light rain and 
threat of heavy weather. Our aim for The 
SoCo Springclean is to reach areas of the 
village that our full-time litter picker Mark 
Weston, assisted by Tony Parisi, don’t get 
out to regularly. We identified our litter 
hot spots which included Kennylands Rd, 





Peppard Rd, Blounts Court Rd, Blackmore 
Lane, Reade’s Lane and The Old Copse at 
the end of Woodlands Road. Our teams of 


volunteers were led by team leaders; Sunny 


Smithers, John Stoves, Leigh Rawlins, Alex 
Lawrence, Geoff Davis, Mark Weston, Jill 
Greenwood and Jason Applebey. 


By the end of the hour litter pick we had 
filled 68 bin bags bursting with litter, plus a 
pile of other more unusual items including 
a microwave, a water feature and a high 
pressure gas canister. One lucky young 
picker went home with 50p, which caused 
great excitement. 


A team from Sonning Common WI led 

by the wonderful Jenny Ward, ensured 
that everyone received a hot cup of tea 
or coffee after the pick and put ona 
fantastic soread of cakes donated by WI 
members. “SCWI really enjoyed providing 
cakes and drinks at the litter pick. It was 
such a worthwhile enterprise and so well 
organised by Emma and Geoff. It involves 
a lot of young people who care about the 
environment.’ commented Jenny. 


During the pick, Missy Simic aged 9 said 
‘I'm actually really enjoying this, I'm having 
fun and saving the environment’. We were 
so pleased to hear this Missy, you really 
summed up the mood of the morning. 


Geoff and | are already making plans for 


*20.3C in Wales on 25 February according to the Met Office 








the next SoCo Spring Clean in March 2020. 
Please do find, like and share our page on 
Facebook The SoCo Springclean will be on 
Sunday 8 March 2020 - save the date. You 
can also email us at soco.springclean@ 
gmail.com 


CHURCH NEWS 


DAY OF PRAYER 201 


COME - EVERYTHING IS READY 


On Friday Ist March a wave of prayer 
encircled the globe organised by World 
Day of Prayer (WDP). This is a global 
ecumenical movement led by Christian 
women that originated in the nineteenth 
century. The purpose is to encourage 
prayer and action for peace and justice. 
The WDP worship service has a special 
annual theme which is developed by 
women of a different country each 

year. Based on Slovenia’s reputation for 
‘oushy’ hospitality, this year’s theme was 
“Come - Everything Is Ready” organised 
by the women of Slovenia. This reflected 
on God’s invitation to everybody to 


come and join his feast and that we must 
welcome all in our local community. Our 
local WDP service was held at Christ 
the King, Sonning Common and was 
organised by women from churches 

in Kidmore End, Peppard, Sonning 
Common and Stoke Row. Due to the 
presence of a Slovene speaker the choir 
were able to sing some of the refrains 

in the Slovene language. Christ the King 
was packed for the service and people 
were able to chat afterwards over a cup 
of soup and homemade cakes, including 
potica, the traditional Slovene cake. 


Next year’s theme is “Rise! Take Your Mat 


Ft 











and Walk” and the service will be written 
by the women of Zimbabwe. Make at 
date for 6 March 2020 at Springwater 
Congregational Church, Peppard. @ 





10TH ANNUAL HENLEY CHOIR FESTIVAL IN AID OF DIABETES UK 


Saturday 26 January 2019 

Conductor: Frances Brewitt-Taylor BA(Hons) 
MA, ARCO 

Organist: Michael Howell MA (Oxon) 


Seven local choirs participated this year 
in the 10th Annual Henley Choir Festival 
which was held on Saturday 26 January 
2019 at St Mary’s Church, Henley. The 
concert conductor was our very own 
Frances Brewitt-Taylor BACHons), MA, 
ARCO (Director of Music at St. John the 
Baptist Kidmore End). The organist was 
Michael Howell MA (Oxon). The founders 
of the event are David Butler BACHons) 
MA Dip Mus(OU) (Director of Music at All 
Saints Peppard) and Elizabeth Hodgkin. 


Each choir was invited to perform one or 


two works of their own choosing. 


The concert began with the choir from 

St Mary the Virgin, Henley; Aliquando. Then 
St John the Baptist, Kidmore End & Christ 
the King Sonning Common; St Margaret’s 
Harpsden; St Nicholas Rotherfield Greys; 
All Saints, Rotherfield Peppard & All Saints, 
Junior Choir; Hambleden Valley Choir. 


The programme consisted of secular 
and sacred works. The choir of St 

John the Baptist chose to sing an 
Argentinian love song entitled, “Te 
Quiero” which conveyed a tender love 
story intermingled with patriotic love 
of country and was well-received. After 
a 20-minute interval for refreshments, 
the massed choirs sang Part 1 of The 
Messiah (Handel) and concluded with 


the Hallelujah Chorus. Among the four 
soloists was our parish rector, Rev. James 
Stickings, who sang the Bass solo. 


The other soloists included Rebecca Bell, 
soprano from All Saints Peppard, Lucy 
Gibbs, alto (a Choral Scholar at Merton 
College, Oxford) and Emlyn Williams, 
tenor (whose professional career 
includes performances with English 
National Opera amongst others). 


Apart from having fun making music 
together, Elizabeth Hodgkin as presenter 
explained that the event is one of several 
in the Henley area raising much-needed 
funds for various charities. This year the 
concert was held in aid of Diabetes UK 
and raised £1,700. @ 


LINDA SCOTTORN 


Over fifty people attended a ‘Unity 
Service’ at Springwater on Sunday 
evening 1/7 January. 


The sound of the praise as the various 
denominations sang together was 
incredibly powerful and moving. 


One visitor described how she felt 
wrapped around in a cocoon of God’s 
oresence that fortified her for the week 
ahead, another commented on the warm 
welcome enhanced by the smell of 
baking (goodies to be enjoyed at the end 
of the service!). 


We recently enjoyed a superb ‘brunch’ 
(Full English plus fruit, cereals cheeses 
etc...) followed by a much-needed walk. 


By the time you read this, we will have 
held a fellowship bring and share meal 
on 10 February and a sale of bread 


SPRINGWATER CHURCH 


freshly baked by (‘Compassionate Loaf’) 
in the Springwater kitchen - bit of a 
theme here! 


Kevin and Linsey (our joint pastors) 

will be going to India for a week to 
introduce ‘Compassionate Loaf ‘ to the 
victims of trafficking at the Oasis hostel. 
The people there are very keen to learn 
how to bake bread and how to sell it to 
raise funds for this project, while giving 
purpose and confidence to those who 
take part. 


Our regular events such as the Ark Baby 
and Toddler Group and The Steering 
Wheel Fellowship continue to thrive. 


We really look forward to welcoming you 
to one of our friendly Family Services 
which take place on Sundays at 10.530am 
and do join us for tea or coffee anda 
chat afterwards. @ 
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Easter 


Easter will soon be upon us and we will 
be having various events during Easter 
week including a traditional Seder dinner 
and a guided tour of our Biblical Garden, 
please do call or email for times and 
details. We have our Easter Sunday 
service at the usual time (10.30am). 

On the Monday prior to Easter Sunday 
we will have a free film night, we are 
showing the film ‘Risen’, the Seder 
dinner will take place on the Thursday 
evening and on Good Friday the church 
will be open and warm all day for people 
to meditate and pray as they choose. 





ST MICHAEL'S 
CATHOLIC GHURGH 


As this issue of the magazine is being 
distributed, we are just a couple of weeks 
away from the most important week 

of the Christian calendar, Holy Week. 

The week we join Jesus as he enters 
Jerusalem riding on a donkey cheered 

by the crowds, share his last supper, see 
him mocked and put to death and then 
celebrate the joy of his resurrection. St 
Michael’s will be celebrating each of these 
events to which everyone is invited: 


13/14 April - Palm Sunday 

Blessing of palms at each of our weekend 
Masses. 

18 April - Maundy Thursday 

7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper at which 
the feet of 12 parishioners will be washed. 
19 April - Good Friday 

3.00pm Solemn Passion of the Lord. 

20 April - Holy Saturday 

8.00pm Easter Vigil and Mass of the 
Resurrection. 

21 April - Easter Sunday Mass 

at 9am and 10.30am. 








Other devotions include our Lenten 
reconciliation service with an 
opportunity for individual confession at 
7om, 15 April and Stations of the Cross 
at various times. We are also looking 
forward to joining all the Christians of 
the area for the Walk of Witness around 
the village on Good Friday starting at 
10am from Christ the King. 


As a prelude to Lent we had a Games and 
Pancake afternoon in the church hall. A 
huge variety of board games for all ages 
were available and ‘experts’ were on hand 
to get us started on unfamiliar games. 


On the 2nd Sunday of Lent our 10.30am 
Mass was dedicated to babies who had 
died in the womb or at birth. It was an 
opportunity to remember and pray for 
them and the families who had suffered 
such loss. We hope to make this an annual 
event. 


Please check the Weekly Newsletter on 
our website for up to date information: 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 





EASTER SERVICES 


MAUNDY THURSDAY: 
St John the Baptist 8.00pm 


GOOD FRIDAY: 
St John the Baptist 2.00pm 


GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS: 
10.00am from Christ the King car park 


EASTER SUNDAY: 
Christ the King 9.30am; 


St John the Baptist 11.00am 


Ce 


HAVING A CLEAR OUT 


Your local antique dealer is 


WINDOWS always keen to buy 


We provide and fit Clocks, Watches, Instruments, Silver Items, 
Stee aa Walking Canes, Jewellery & Precious Metals 
And All Old & Unusual Items 


In eo Seen choice and also ; ie 
HENLEY ANTIQUES 
House Calls by Appointment 


-replace misty and damaged glass 
0118 924 2582 07768 918501 


-hinges, handles and locks 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 





MIKE DOCKREE 





Parish news 





We can also give your conservatory roof an 
upgrade both in material and colour. 


We also provide 
and fit: 
-Fascia 
-Soffits 
-Guttering 
-Cladding 





Our windows and conservatories come with a 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full 
independent inspection with all certificates 


Mike Dockree has over 30 years’ experience LAZANNE SMUT: 
For your free quotation 


Ring: 01189724376 


range from the public conveniences 
to the parish website, communication 
with many statutory bodies as 

well as residents and ensuring that 


Woodlands - £5,500 - this is the area 
of woodland between Old Copse 

and the RUFC football pitches that 
we purchased for £50,000 last year. 


everything is legal and above board. Long term plans are being made but 
We hold 11 public Council meetings, 12 in the meanwhile we must ensure that 
they are safe and well managed. 


or 07785928190 


Email:madwindows62@gmail.com 





Finance Committee and 24 Planning 
Committee meetings each year as 
well as various one-off events. In the 
coming year costs will include those 
of electing a new council if enough 


10% discount on windows & doors 


when you quote MAD2017 Village Hall - £1,290 net - the hall is 


now managed by the parish council 
and we have obtained significant 
grants towards the cost of the flat roof 





— For the year to 4 April 2019 the people come forward. More on this replacement this year. 
«°F Sonning Common Band D precept has below. 
ClubSC - £10,000 - the youth club 
~ been £77.68 or £1.49 per week; for the , 
Allotments - £397 net - we have 44 only exists because we are continuing 


\- 


~— Rte 


— Purveyors of High Quality Meats to the Retail and Catering Trade 


www .carlwoodsbutchers.co.uk 


new year starting on 5 April it will be 
£85.45 or £1.64 per week. These notes 
are to explain why we need these funds 
including the extra 15 pence per week. 


plots on Horsepond Road which we 
let and look after. 


to fund its base costs which we have 
done for many years. 


ol wooDs TCHR RS R 
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General Environment - £49,815 - this 
is the cost of grass cutting, street 
cleaning, footpath maintenance, 
hedge and tree cutting, flower beds, 
dog poo bins, seats bins, signs and 


Neighbourhood Plan Update - £3,000 
net - this is a vital activity to ensure 
that developments in the village are 
planned and controlled. 


When deciding on the precept for the 
new financial year from 5 April the 
Parish Council has had to budget for 





Tel en 





fac 2book | Open — QUA nny the oie atly increased fone of activities Bue eHelters DIie Gra rfitl PernOval Major Erolects: as present we have 
0118972 RRR Mon sat a SO clones cmcerine” — MAOUTECTY System. We aloe Ne ary 
2228 keke nai headings ais Where a amount is make sia) Ghalib cota ring ateun’ planning and directing how we will 
V/ == 5 e1@)@)B) 7.30 — 16.30 English =F £7K per annum to many deserving 


develop and use the field opposite 
Chiltern Edge whilst the Village Centre 


shown as net this is because we expect 
to receive grants towards the total cost 
or some of it is being funded from our Play Areas & Skatepark - £14,400 Working Party is developing plans for 
net - our three play areas and the the village centre. Both of these large 
skatepark have to be looked after and projects will be funded from a variety 


organisations. 


earmarked reserves. 





Administration - £60,930 - this covers 


maintained for their safe enjoyment. i i 

We also clean... plenehingethaewelrecoicedite joy of sources including reserves and 
do by law and/or by existing at all. Widmore Pond - £4,400 net - there grants: 
These include staffing and running the is a lot that needs to be done in and 


around the pond to keep it as a safe 
and attractive amenity. 


Parish Office which manages all our 
activities. Under this heading these 





You can call us FREE on very 


FREE spot & stain remover with every clean 
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Mick Wells - known as ‘Uncle Mick’ to should be planting (he favoured Lady 
Christl). 


TOM FORT MICI | WME SAVE MONEY ON ENERGY BILLS! - .. 

| a 2s | a citizens 
AYN ee GITIZENS ADVICE TIPS es 
| legions of customers at Heath and Watkins - ) 3 

died quite suddenly early on the last day of |= |! got to know him better when | asked 


February. It was his third go of cancer and ="! If | and Sharona - who now runs | are = | Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale 


he knew he wasn't going to get through it, Se | | | is encouraging people to analyse their 
and use the polytunnel behind the could never accuse him of suffering home energy spending and take steps to 
but it was still a shock. On the other hand, = shop. He was glad to see spuds hociseladly, But henadear ia heat : , 
Mick being Mick, he would have hated the © sprouting there again, and it was sng acencrolecour andine loves 3 cut down on fuel wastage. The charity has 
indignity of a long, slow decline. seeing me and Sharona there ona running the shop because of the : these tips: 
regular basis that gave him the idea unlimited opportunities it gave him 
Like many others | got to know him that we might be interested in taking to interact with his huge range of 


as the genial presence behind the over the shop - as Mick himself was Suciack. 
counter in our favourite hardware becoming too unwell to do it. 


store. Perched on his stool, he was a | last saw him the Sunday before 
reassuring presence with his fine beard We became great pals in the course he died, when the sitting room was 


and equally fine nose - dispensing of the Reger Ons: and | know he | filled with so smells of an ape eIng REL GUS P CIC 

opinions and advice on everything was delighted that Heath and Watkins roast to which he was much looking orices comparison tool, go to https:// 

under the sun, from the respective would keep going after he was gone. forward. As always we had a good energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk). 5. nae central heating thermostat and scheme and the Winter Fuel Payment 

merits of different kinds of rat poison Mick believed in calling a spade and laugh - that’s what | will most miss Citizens Advice has helped many people ow. PIU ee tan! Bites ww ncg ey Gl /anret (el pay mens 
a ; : : good friends and allies when it comes to 

to which early seed potatoes you spade, usually a spade, and one about him, the laugh. @ : to switch successfully to a new energy 


ee 6. Sign on to the Priority Services 
; S¥o NATAL AALO) AL=\ Amel alchY.cwelO)Vamual-malaallaress 
supplier, so contact us to discuss your 


oll dat-sand atom oe) [-lan mela] NAA ela diate m\Zalqla Register if you're of pensionable age, 
SASSY ID) ARO] NIC) n= a1) 


BAKED FALAFEL WITH GUGUMBER AND MINT RAITA 








1. Check your bills carefully and make 
sure you're on the cheapest tariff. Most 
energy suppliers offer fixed price tariffs, bh 
where the price of a unit of energy 

VAI covaatoli ame alsmcts) anime) and alcm(-lalelaa 

fo} mad al=me[=t-] em alia) ar] olelel mii aiuelaliare) 

















you need it. A thermostat temperature of : : 
2. Make your home energy-efficient. 20 degrees is adequate for most homes. get yeu ae ra energy eee Fee oO 
ol at-]ae[-MAVASiiMmal ad oS-7/ANAN AN ell 4 P4-lal-t-le h(x -e 


Insulate lofts and walls, double-glaze 
= 4. Try an online Home Energy Check fo} come] ence) aunelauat-lau lace) aaat-lu (olay 


your windows and use thick curtains to : 
len AWAWASIA=14¢ NASW Alale Lt aekcimel ae Mel .¢A 


keep heat in. Get your boiler serviced 
2 y “Ses eeey Hae Fees aul ales exe) am gale) a=W al=1| om] ale mie) e) ele) ammoce)alt-[ers 





annually. Grants are available to help with Citizens Advice in person or on 
Haksiel t= lake) aMmets) | ima atom mi al) gehvarstohvdl ale my Venvaler> 5. For those who qualify, various grants Adviceline (03 444 111444). For 
Service on 0300 123 1234, Monday to and discounts are available to help with Koxer-) dle) al-me) me) ii (ex-t-mr-]ale me) ol-vallate marelel as 
Friday 9 am to 8 pm. bills: the Warm Home Discount https:// see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/ 
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175g (6 oz) low fat natural yoghurt 1 teaspoon lemon juice olive oil. Slowly add breadcrumbs until mixture 
1/2 cucumber - peeled, seeded and 1 teaspoon baking powder is not sticky but will hold together; add more or _ 
finely chopped 1 tablespoon olive oil less breadcrumbs, as needed. Form 8 balls and 
2 tablespoons of chopped coriander and mint 100g (4 0z) dried breadcrumbs then flatten into patties. ; 
fieaenten urmnnd cu a0 ee reno Our Forest School has been running for over 6 months and the pre-school children 
. Place patties on a greased baking tray unti 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste | ee rer ac et love it! They made some bee food - seed "bombs" made of clay, compost, and : a 
1. In a small bow! combine yoghurt, cucumber, » APPFOX. | : ; | ff wn 
seeds, and we are on a journey to become plastic free - eg changing our plastic | | 


1 tablespoon mayonnaise 


1 (400g) tin chickpeas, drained coriander, mint, cumin, salt, pepper and 5. Serve with pre prepared mint raita. © 


mayonnaise. Chill for at least 30 minutes. milk jugs to glass bottles. 


1 onion, chopped 

1/2 bunch res AN 2. Preheat oven. In a large bowl, mash chickpeas In March we had a book swap week (thanks to the CCA charity shop for “a : € 
2 cloves garlic, chopped until thick and pasty; don't use a blender as book donations) and looked at fairytales including a visit from the Giant “a 

1 egg Suk eto i dca from Jack and the Beanstalk who left us some magic beans to grow 

: roninpoaaivice Str into mashed chickpeas. | (thanks to Heath and Watkins for supplying the giant with the beans!). 

1 teaspoon salt 3. In a small bow! combine egg, cumin, coriander, We are now able to accept children from 2yrs of age, offering early drop 

Leesan! SE ERT CUT off and late pick up sessions. Do follow us on Instagram #scpreschool 

1 pinch cayenne pepper powder. Stir into chickpea mixture along with 


where we try and have daily updates of our activities. « 
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TEXTUREPLUS 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating / Carpentry 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Guttering Maintenance 
CURE IT-GRP Roofing System to Replace Felt Roofs 


COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 

30 Years + Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 


Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 


Based in Sonning Common 

















Test Centre 


SPECIAL OFFER 
- All Makes All Models - 


£10 OFF 


your next MOT on production of this vouche 


* | CURTAINS, 
— /BLINDS, PELMETS, 
TIE BACKS ETC. 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 





om 
All Makes Serviced & Repaired 
at competitive prices. 
Free Local Collection - 3 on ; 
and Delivery available rma od 


Sonning Common Garage 


Looking after local customers for over 55 years 
Peppard Road, Sonning Common RG4 9SU 


0118 972 2021 CALL CAROLINE ON 


www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 0118 954 2443 


Service Opening Times: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED I | OR 


Offers valid on production of this advert when booked before 3ist December 2019. Only 1 voucher oO 7 B | SG S 4 oo oO ri 








per MOT. Offer not available in conjunction with any other offers. Sonning Common reserves the 
right to modify the terms of this promotion at any time. Correct at time of going to print. 





PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FROM A FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS: 


LATER LIFE PRE-PLANNING, 
BESPOKE TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS, 
MONUMENTAL MASONS AND BEREAVEMENT CARE 


Www.abwalker.co.uk 
HENLEY 01491 4134364 
READING Oi Remclel arelstel0, 


CAVERSHAM 0116 94/7/7007 





Dr Abi Taylor and Dr Chiedza Matongo joined the practice team on Wednesday 6 


February. Welcome to them both. 


Dr Taylor is at SCHC for one year and Dr Matongo is with us for 6 months. 


Dr Oliver Walsgrove is at the health centre until August 2019, having completed 


his year. 


There is an addendum available for the above on the SCHC website http://www. 
sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk/ or paper version in the entrance lobby or 
reception. The list is also available in the Library and Day Lewis chemist. 


To find out more about social prescribing, what it is and how it can benefit you, 
please see details on the topic table from the middle of March-June in the foyer 
of The Sonning Common Health Centre or ask your Doctor. 


Alternatively visit our web page: 


www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/our-services/social-prescribing for 


full details. 


oy 


The office space downstairs has been 
converted to create three new clinical 
rooms. The small outside patio area has 
been altered and will become part of a 
larger waiting room with a glass lantern 
roof flooding the new room with lots of 
natural light. A new dispensary area is 
being built accessible by patients from 
the Reception entrance. The old 
dispensary will be converted into a 
larger treatment room and clinical 
testing area. The work is being part 
funded by Oxfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group and will enable 
the Health Centre team to manage its 
increasing patient list in the years 
ahead. 





At Sonning Common Health Centre the 
following are available 


The Dementia Guide - Living well after 
diagnosis. An excellent book which 
contains information about many aspects 
of Dementia, including where to get help. 


Dementia Oxfordshire Living well with 
dementia - Leaflets available. Call 
01865410210 or Website www. 
dementiaoxfordshire.org.uk . 


Carers Oxfordshire Leaflets available. 
Call 0345050 7666 


Website www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk or 


Email carersoxfordshire@oxfordshire.gov. 


uk 


Dementia - Local Help Resources was 
compiled by Sue Litchfield to help those 
with Dementia and their carers find local 
information. This can also be found on 
www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk 


Dementia UK - Helping families face 
Dementia. 


Email info@dementiauk.org Website 
www.dementiauk.org 


Alzheimer’s Society Call O300 222 1122 
or 


Website www.alzheimers.org.uk 


No Leaflets - AGE UK Oxfordshire 
Call:0345 450 1276 


Website: httos://www.ageuk.org.uk/ 
oxfordshire 


Email : admin@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


The Palmer Room at the Health Centre 
was the venue for the first of three talks 
on Dementia. It was a glorious spring 
afternoon. Dr Sam Muncey introduced 
Kate Hampton from AGE UK and Diana 
Beveridge both of whom told very 
personal stories of being carers for family 
members and gave much useful advice. 


They explained how, when & where to 
get help. The talks were followed by 
questions and experiences from the 
audience. Tea, coffee and home-made 
cakes were served to round off the 
very successful afternoon. 









GOLU 


A bowl or an inflated balloon 

Cling film (if using a bowl) 

Wool 

Scissors 

PVA glue 

A bow! for mixing glue 

Paintbrush 

Tissue paper and pompoms to decorate 








1) If using a bow, cover with cling film to stop the project 
sticking 


4) Drape the pieces of wool over the bowl or base of the balloon 


until it is reasonably well covered. The more wool you use 
the more stable your final bowl will be. When you think you 
are finished, use the paintbrush to give your bowl another 
coating of glue. 


2) Squeeze a generous amount of PVA into the mixing bowl 
and add a drop of water - too much and the project won't 
dry properly so be cautious! 


3) Cut lengths of wool and dip them in the PVA mix. | chose 
green wool to look like grass but any colours will work - 
why not try a mix of colours? 





5) Once the bowl is covered, put to one side and start making 
your decorations. To make my flowers | cut circles out of 
tissue paper and pushed the centres into a closed fist to 
give them a 3D effect. You could use stickers, shapes - be 


creative. Then | used pompoms as the centre of the flowers. 


6) While the glue is still wet, stick your decorations to the 
outside of the bowl. 


1) Wait for the wool to dry completely, remove the bowl and 
peel off the cling film. It may take a couple of days to dry 
depending on the glue you have used and how much water 
you have mixed in. If you remove the bowl too soon it will 
collapse so be patient! 


Property Maintenance 


Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 
Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 
Please call Roger on O7 752 759908 
colbeckproperty@gmail.com 













Shaun Guard ~ 
TV AERIAL SERVICES~ 


| 


™ Poor reception solved M& Internet - extension points & 


®@ Aerials - repaired or improved wifi 
supplied ™ Extra TV Points - for aerial and 
@ TV's - hung on your wall Sky (in HD) 


or set up and tuned ™ Sky TV - also foreign language TV 


= OXFORD AERIALS 


OUEST) alal faye Oo) ealaateya 


01189 639113 


= WHEELERS «= 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 


DOMESTIC ¥ INDUSTRIAL # COMMERCIAL 


“call today for a free estimate” 


01491 651356 


Www wheelers-electrical.co.uk 















































BOOK YOUR EXECUTIVE TAXI & CHAUFFEUR SERVICE _ 


DIRECTLY WITH US TO GET THE BEST VALUE FARES! 


SERVICES WE OFFER: 
¢ Airport Transfers 


WHAT YOU GET: 


e Luxury Vehicles 0-2 Yrs old 
e Personal & Corporate Travel e PAYG & Account Options 
¢ Monthly Itemized Billing 


e 10S & Android Apps 


« Weddings & Functions 


e Events & Conferences 


. 
GET YOUR QUOTE OR BOOK YOUR RIDE NOW! , 


01491 526 444 | 01189 400 400 | reservations@Icchauffeurs.com | www.Icchauffeurs.com 
DOWNLOAD OUR APP! 


LC Chauffeurs, Unit 9B Adams House, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames, Reading, RG9 SLA 




















PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES 


We have been trading in the village for 
over 60 years 


WE ARE PROLD SPOnSORS OF 
= THE LAS AL FSH Bus 
= (6G POR THE DISABLED 
= BANFIELD HEATH O43: Snow 
We hawe oi fachioned ftrienalty Service 


We can't stock everything bat we can 
get oaost things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME ANDSEE UST! 


43a Wood Lane 


Sonning Common RG4 9SJ 


0118 9723495 
Email interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk 


www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 


Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (Spm Sat) 
9am to 4pm Weds 
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols 


CHECK OUT 
THE MONTHLY 
OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 


42 Wood Lane e Sonning Common e RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 








DIARY DATES 


APRIL 2019 


Wednesday 3 

10.530am - I2noon 

Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common WI. Open 
to all. Village Hall 


Saturday6 

2-40mM 

Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society - Spring Show. Village 
Hall 


Monday 8 
2.400M 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Tuesday 9 

7.5300M 

Chiltern Edge Horticultural 
Society: “Growing Auriculas for 


Pleasure” by James Smallwood. 


Peppard Memorial Hall 


Monday 15 

80m 

Sonning Common Parish 
Council. Village Hall 


Wednesday 17 

2-40mM 

Bereavement Group. FISH 
building 


Thursday 18 
17.50am 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 18 

7,500M 

Sonning Common Women's 
Institute: "Recycling with a 


difference”, a talk by Sue Drage. 


Village Hall 


Thursday 25 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


Tuesday 30 

2-40mM 

Matters of Memory. Health 
Centre 


MAY 2019 


Wednesday 1 

10.30am - 12Noon 

Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common WI. Open 
to all. Village Hall 


Thursday 2 
Election for Parish Councillors 


Monday 13 
2.500M 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Thursday 16 


11..530am 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 16 

7,500M 

Sonning Common Women's 
Institute: Resolutions followed 
by a Beetle Drive. Village Hall 


Saturday 18 May - 
Sunday 2 June 
Chilterns Walking Festival 


Monday 20 

8om 

Sonning Common Parish 
Council - Annual Parish 
Meeting. Village Hall 


Thursday 23 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


Saturday 25 

10am 

Elmer the Patchwork Elephant's 
30th anniversary. Library 


ADVERTISERS 0 


A B Walker & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 


Adams Cars 9 
ADextra Back 
(Google Advertising) 

AMAXS Plumbing 13 
Heating Electrical 

Barrs Insurance Back 
Services 

Barn Store 12 
(Secure Self Store) 

Beacon Flooring 8 
Beville Estate Agents 2 
Bondright Roofing Back 
Services 

Bonner Locksmiths 12 


Brambles Floral Service 33 
Bridges Estate Agents 17 
Carl Woods Butchers Ltd 26 
Caversham Aerial Services 2 
Compass Water Softeners 12 
Computer Repairs 33 
Curtains, Blinds, Pelmets, 30 
Davis Tate Estate Agency 8 


Elements Kitchen Design 2 


Ell’s Decor 9 
Family Hairdressing 12 
Functional Physio Back 


GB Transport (Removals) 12 


Girl Power (Electrician) 9 
Graham Blake Soft 13 
Furnishings 

Heights Tree Care 13 
Henley Antiques 26 


Henley Glazing & Window 35 
Centre Ltd 


Influential Computers 13 
Jefferies Accountancy 2 
Services 


Kennylands Gymnastics 13 


Kidbys Sheds 9 
LC Chauffeurs 33 
Mike Farina Auto Back 


Services Ltd 
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REUIURY 


Milo Technical Support 35 
(Computers) 


Mike Dockree Windows 26 


Moores Painting, 8 
Decorating & more 


Paul’s Painting, 26 
Decorating and more 


Peppard Building Supplies 8 


Pet Country Supplies 33 
Pilates ABC 35 
Property Maintenance 33 


Red Kite Electrical 
Robin James Opticians 
St Michaels Church Hall 12 


S J Hinton Carpenter 35 
& Joiner 


Sonning Common Beauty 35 


Sonning Common Garage 30 


Sonning Common 12 
Pet Care 

Sonning Common 2 
Pre-School 

Spruce Property 13 


Maintenance Service 


Stafford & Son (Garden& 9 
Building Maintenance) 


Studio One (Pilates, 8 
Matwork & Yoga) 

T C Fuller Plumbing 35 
& Heating 

Tandoori Connoisseur 35 
TexturePlus (Interior 30 
& Exterior Decorating) 

Time 4 Pilates 9 
Tomalin and Son Back 
Funeral Directors 

TV Aerial Services 33 
Wee-Cot Seating 26 
Wood Lane Dentistry 2 
Wheelers Electrical 33 
Contractors 

Zero Dry Time 26 


(Dry Carpet Cleaning) 


The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, 
Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 


The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and bookings 
are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available from the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the Christian 
Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Day Lewis Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is posted on 
noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common and is also sent to individual email addresses.If you would like to receive a regular 
monthly copy, please email busmanager@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk with the message ‘bus programme please’ and your name. 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.30 a.m. @ 


Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


HENLEY GLAZING AND 
WINDOW CENTRE LTD 
01491 629901 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service, Mirrors, Shelves, Table 
Tops, sealed Units, Lead Lights, Locks, Secondary 
Glazing, Shower Screens 


Suppliers & Installers of: UPVC, Aluminium & Timber 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories, Facias , Sofits & 
Guttering 


Registered Company 
12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 


Fax: 01491 629904 = Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


CONTACT Alyth Yealland 
alyth@pilatesabc.co.uk 


07521699265 www.pilatesabc.co.uk 


T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation «Maintenance «Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 

All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, watér softeners-salt supplied. 


eNO Call out charge «Free-estimates «Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914.880 


225032 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


LOGHO OL OD OG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
AWA AXelalaliay-xexe)aalaareyalst=r-lela Ace nbl 4 


* MANICURE »* PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 


week please ring to check availablity 


| 34 | or 07887 653866 


Cr 





7 Function al Sonning Common Health Centre 





Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 

wr Physio Reading, RG4 9SW 

oS & Pilates 
» Back & Neck pain » Shoulder Injuries 
» Muscle / Joint Strains ») Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
)» Ligament Sprain » Pre/Post Natal Exercise Autoservices Ltd. 
» Sports Injuries » Respiratory Conditions Tel; 01189 724036 
» Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 













_) Appointments available every day C t ® t ° p e 
> s classes throughout the week ifs heswrs MCP eee O mM p e l ive f [ C e S 


Chartered Physiotherapists 


lysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk cad Exce e n t Se rvi ce 


ysio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
is Council and are recognised by all major 


fiffaineistisa and Axa PPP. Servicing and Repairs on any make 


Tyres @ Batteries ¢ Exhausts 
) YOU NEED HELP WITH MOT @ Car Sales 
ONLINE ADVERTISING? Mike Farina Auto Services Ltd, 


Google ads can help grow zen business. 21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common, 
Call to try our online advertising today. Reading, RG4 9TA 


We are a local company helping local ; 
Ss MEA peae onan Nem aNcen Your Long Established Local Garage 


—— caret porate their full 
otentia 
Loo) eae S728411 0118 972 4036 
info@ad-extra.com 


| ADextr qj www.ad-extra.com facabbok. 


V av. T Ll. »~mac £ >» rr aT 17 MEF, 
yI-TMamMmcs dal Url 


| : aden: ident Funer sa S e a ice | meee @ — 
£40) John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 


sfelaariiiakcaseianm rel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 


mulalclée) Digsxare)as Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


iA 


Fed Up With Call Centres pole] am Meter] Bixote)ilale Moyen) ey<lahy 
Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


Your Local Insurance Brokers : 
EGE TRO UAUchEI Re THeUeual ¢Flat roofs — all types ¢Dormer & Velux windows 


NaF UleTare Care OF Vourineurance of long term systems ¢Upve sofits & fascias 


¢Slate/tile work Insurance backed 
¢ House & Contents * Business »¢ Liabilities . 
-Landlords « Professional Indemnity ¢Chimneystack works guarantees 
¢ Horse * Shops « Sickness / Accident ¢Re-roofs ¢Free quotations 


¢* Commercial Vehicle * Property ¢Lead works CHAS Registered “NPAC 
If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help Roof repairs & surveys ; 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


0118 924 2603 Bondright Roofing Services 


Se RES aE Ee SE EERE ercephonesOs00nGo0s6 lor Menleyv@1491579659 


Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT www.bondrightroofing.co.uk admin@bondrightroofing.co.uk 


Authorised and Regulated by FCA Mercurial Systems Ltd. 


